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Short on cash, neighbors swap skills, services

Exchange groups
orow In popularty
around metro Detroit

Ey GINA DAMRON
FREE FRE=S STAFF WRITER

From free massages and
cooked dinners to résumé re-
visiens and chimney repairs,
neighhors are helping neigh-
bors as money gets tight.

It’'s an old conceapt, but one
that’s spreading across met-
ro Detroit as an increasing
number of people organize
neighhorhood skill-exchange
programs called time hanls.

There are 20 potential
groUps cropplng Up in colm-
munities such as Sterling
Heights, Eastpointe, Detroit,
Southtield, Ferndale and
Roval Oak, said Kim Hedge,

co-founder of the group that
sparlted all of theinterest,the
Lathrup Village TimeBank —
anearly 2-year-old effort con-
sidered by its founders asthe

RhLHAUN RU{KER.-‘Deh-Uﬂ: Frae Prazs

Lathrup Yillage residents Frank Selinsky, left, and Ed Blondin work on a
basement Oct. 10 as part of a skill-exchange program, or time bank.

first of its kind in Michigan.
Buttime banks, growing in

poepularity natienwide, aren’t

axclusive to neichborhoods.
The Michigan Department

“WE CAN'T SELL
OUR HOUSES. WE
MIGHT AS WELL

GET TO KNOW

OUR NEIGHBORS.”
KIht HODGE, a aroup co-founder

of Corrections is considering
creating a skill-sharing pro-
cram for newly released pris-
onars to help them integrate
back into society.

“Let’sgobacktoalot ofthe
values wea had in the past,”
Hodze said, “Wecan’t sell our
houses. We might as well get
to know our neighbors.”

§ HOW THE SWAPS BUILD A SENSE
OF COMMUNITY AND WHERE TO
LEARM MORE. 7A
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SKkill-swap programs tap talents, build relationships

By GINA DAMRON
FREE PREE= ZTAFF WHTER

The ecororuc ch-
rriatels thedriwing factor inthe
gmwmgmterst OO Faty O

eiroters to swap servces
with their bozs for fres.

Eare Hodee — co-fourder of
the Latheup Tou=-
Eank, a neighborhood skill-es-
chmge proet atn — has besm
Enestmg vﬁ mterected cifa-
2ens and or tions aronared
thestate for nearbr a sear, bt
smdthe rmomestar ha s pokad
up inthe past sixmonths.

The trand ¥ reflectad na-
ticpowicde, TirneBanks TTEA haz
recerved an aver of 18 re-
cuests per Hﬂrd;haﬁ' startamp
Kits this wear, apfrom a ave-
age of ht  requestz per
roonth In 2002, said founder
ard co-chair Bdsar Cahn

"“We all thizk we have tobre
onoar onam, Hodge sasd. "Tiust,
don’t thmk weecan do that .:a]ny—
raore”

In recert months, she
helpad lamch the M Alharce
of TimaB ankz, which will help
forrn beal sroups across the

state. There are sewaral re=i-
derts, crgarazations  and
chiarches interestad arnd think-
g abonat creating: tie bands,
o ckill-echangs progy arns, in
mwetro Detroit nowr
saidd. She ertimabes there are
abonst 20 potertia ] start-ps.
Thiz mehdes a group
Hterlive Ha?'hts, which resi-
dent Jaret Johnson hopes to
started within the rext
g2 yoorthe. 1472 “a way for
people i a diffivul sconcrmrto
ﬁ#ﬂ; back” zad Jobweor, who
o=t her job m Ifarch "“To be
able ta the sarvices that

thesay using other peopl's

Hawy it wor ks
Tirne b arks allowr resadents

1o share services suwch as sewe
g ardemivg:, pa ibing, 1 ans-
portation, chald ¢ are -
dowr  installatiom.  Typizally,
rretribers will o to the group's
TWeh site to post 2 Jills
cortribute, as well as reeds

have

or evay howr mernbers
volumteer a skill, they bank an

how, which & weed to have
=0 T dove for the
Hodge sad Web sttacoordine-
tors can roonator hows  oas
re shifted froee one peer-
=or’s bank o ancther as reeds
are falilled
Enttime banks srewtensly

sive to borhoods — the
Mickigran artenent of Cor-
vections & consiler mg the cone

cept. The departrnent = think-

P AN n:iFrﬂ
Dan Giltevan opans paint in te tasemant of iz Lativup Villape fome
Gt 10 Aoneip oor =i lled in painting tadkled that pat of the project.

ing about starting 2 progran

forreceritly releazed priscners
tohelp rrake use of their skills
as they reautsr soo
spokiesnan Busz Marlan sm
Michagan and Wa*.—'.]:mgh:-n,
D2 are the fivst two preon
systarne TieeBakz TTEA &=
workivg wathtoirplantswh a
proerare [f the prograrmis em-
plooed, it conld be meorpor at-
ed mto parok conditions and

Learn mote onling

Foi mfomeation abaut tinre
tantis, gota TimaE ank= U54"=
Wt sita gk wiar b imabanics
o o ta tha M1 Alliancs of
Tim Eandis at whvitvd . mitimm2
Tanks.oig.

TimaEant=s US4 puowidas
stavtar Lits, which, for $465.
mc kda 3 fiow o manual and a
$ manth trial of computa
=afteeaie that allowesussis 1o
past mareicas thay can piovida
ana winat neads thay fava.
urim Timodand: LEL

allowr relkased prisonexs to
garn honrs that can be padt to-
wrard job-traning or expenses,
Mlaxlar zand

re . o with
mqtgliﬂr;cmrcﬁ zaxl Bt
they “have talemts and abili-
ties ™

Se=e of coommumity

Tire banks are fmumi<hing

racst i vetshberhoads.
When Lathrup Village resi-
dent Dan Callevan has

baserment repainbed, neishbor
Frank Selivekr — a pro-

feszed neat, but slow, pamter
— stepped up.

"He's ; be's workmg™
Seﬁ:ﬁky,%u;,yﬁaid, of Gﬂ]l:?ﬁ
T pot”

Alomg with healp wath
her resmms ;ErEtl.dhiE:ang a
TS ard her part-
rer, Torn Brodeik, also have
made friends .

“We have a group that we
play cards with or garees with
ar o or so,)"
zaid, "“The that [ waras
beling for in ey corerenazatyr, I
rovar have ™

Pastor Too LarsorofPeace
Lagtheran Clorchin Sonthfisld
vants to establish a sense of
coTvramity i a hbior hood
l;lffl? I'Jﬁlebet?.e{uﬁ%ﬁarﬁeld

and hopes a
tm.e'l:- ank cowld help.

Larson & workingto have a
prosrarn up and
Mﬂﬂafﬁraﬂﬂﬁmﬁgﬁ
area of Bouthifield ard Bewerly
Hills. A tivee bank varenld pro-
vide a needed service™ Lar=on
said. Soroe, he added, “dom't
bave cash, bt thar magr have
firee



